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ST Editorial

Primary textile sector finds gas
tariff hikes bearable for the millers
AH Monir
The gas price was last hiked in July 2019. The stateowned gas distribution companies proposed the
Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission (BERC);
regulatory agency that regulates the gas, electricity
and petroleum products; for an average of 117
percent tariff hikes back in January 2022. The BERC
held a public hearing on the proposals in March
from 21 to 24. Based on the hearing, the technical
evaluation committee had recommended a 20
percent price hike on average.
On 5th June, BERC announced the new gas tariffs for
all categories of consumers. The BERC has raised the
average price of gas by 22.78% for retail consumers,
which will be applicable from this June. The new
tariffs for all categories of consumers are shown in
the table below:
SL

Consumers

Tariff Rate (TK/
Cubic Meter)

Percentage (%)
[Increase (+) /
[Decrease (-)]

1

Power Plant

TK 5.02

(+) 12.8%

2

Captive Power

TK 16.00

(+) 15.52%

3

Fertilizers Sector

TK 16.00

(+) 260%

4

Industrial Sector
a) Large Scale Industries

TK 11.98

(+) 11.96%

b) Medium Scale Industries

TK 11.78

(+) 10.09%

also decided not to give subsidies for any product
at the production level. It would be extended at the
consumers' end."
In an immediate reaction to the gas price hike,
Md. Ali Khokon, President, Bangladesh Textile Mills
Association (BTMA) said to Textile Today, the new
tariff is tolerable for the spinners amid the pandemic
and the global turmoil caused by the Ukraine-Russia
War. Though the cost will increase for the millers
due to this new tariff, but, it is still manageable and
our millers can complete existing orders by reducing
other costs. We have hailed the govt. decision as the
new tariffs are close to the suggested price made by
trade bodies. “We also urged the Govt. not to hike
prices further very shortly.
The BTMA President stressed the recent global
volatility and its impact. He added, “We do not know
how long the Russia-Ukraine war will continue. If it
drags on, then certainly the whole supply-chain will
be more and more vulnerable.”

“

c) Small, Cottage & Others

TK 10.78

(-) 36.73%

5

Tea Estates

TK 11.93

(+) 11.5%

6

Commercial

TK 26.64

(+) 15.83%

7

CNG

TK 43.00

0%

We have hailed the govt. decision
as the new tariffs are close to the
suggested price made by trade
bodies. “We also urged the Govt. not
to hike prices further very shortly.

8

Domestic Users

Md. Ali Khokon
President, BTMA

a) Metered base burner

TK 18.00

(+) 42.9%

b) Non-metered single
burner (Taka/Month)

TK 990.00

(+) 7.02%

c) Non-metered double
burner (Taka/Month)

TK 1080.00

(+) 10.77%

According to the new gas tariffs:
• Fertilizer sector witnessed the most hike
•	For industrial sector the tariff looks affordable
currently
•	Due to Ukraine-Russia war commodity prices have
already gone up, workers are demanding wage hike
as a result – and this gas tariff hikes will impact more
Regarding the new gas tariff, Mohammad Abu
Faruque, the acting Chairman of BERC, said to the
media “The tariff has been declared in such way so
that it will not create any major impact on our export
industries as well the daily life. The government has

“For us, if we have an influx of order, then we can
sustain and distribute the gradual increase of
production cost due to energy price hike. But a
war of this scale in Europe (as this is Bangladesh’s
biggest export market) will inevitably hurt our textile
and apparel business. Already, entrepreneurs are
witnessing sluggish order flow. And the impact will
be bigger if this volatility intensifies.”
As a way-out, Md. Ali Khokon elaborated that
Bangladesh textile and apparel industry needs to
diversify export destinations. He said, “We have to
look in the Latin America, Far-East, Central Asia,
India, etc. markets – so that the export can withstand
any type of shock. For instance, recently I told the
Brazilian ambassador in Bangladesh to increase
apparel exports from us as we import a significant
amount of Brazilian cotton.”
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Unleashing the economic
potential of coconut husk
Craftsmen producing sustainable cricket pitch mat
from coconut husk in Nesarabad Upazila
Textile Today Report
Introduction

28,000 tk and the selling price is 35,000 to 38,000 tk.

Approximately 50 billion coconuts are grown
worldwide every year, about 85% of the coconut
husks are discarded like trash. The burning of the
coconut husk is creating air pollution leading to
environmental degradation and affects the health
of the public. However, the new invention ‘coconut
fabric’ has several properties that are beneficial
to sportswear designers and also used for making
cricket pitches in internationally. For instance,
Cocona textiles are fast drying (92% faster than
cotton), which means the cricket pitch spends a long
time in the rainy season. Cocona is highly durable,
lasting longer than other organic options such as
bamboo and cotton.

New initiative and BSCIC
The entrepreneur named Md Mohiuddin from village
Beltala in Sutiakhati union, and owner of The People’s
Coir Industries; has been manufactured cricket pitch
for the last 40 years. He said, “We directly take orders
from the Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) and BKSP
authorities, and deliver good quality indoor artificial
pitches so that players can practice well.

Idea about coconut husk
Day by day Bangladesh is becoming a textile
innovation hub. In our country, raw materials like
coconut husk, cotton, jute, etc. are available and
less costly. Craftsmen in Nesarabad upazila of
Pirojpur district in the division of Barishal have long
been reputed for making cricket bats now they are
contributing to the development and making of
artificial drop-in mats for cricket pitches from coconut
husk. This pitch is being made by the artisans of the
sawdust industry.
Craftsmen and local organizations
Village people are working and dedicated themselves
to making coconut husk mats and delivering these to
the different cricket-related sports organizations in
Bangladesh such as Bangladesh Cricket Board, BKSP,
Police Training Centre, Bangladesh Army, Bangladesh
Air Force, etc. Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation (BSCIC) authorities said that the
traditional cricket pitches get soaked with rainwater
in unfavorable weather like the rainy season. Coconut
husk pitches are solving this problem.
Manufacturing and costing
The main ingredient in making this pitch is the fine
rope of coconut husk. In the local language, this rope
is known as Katra. For making the Katra 10,000 tk to
13,000 tk are needed. Three workers have to work for
six days. The manufacturing cost of one pitch is around

Figure: Craftsmen in Nesarabad upazila of Barishal are
developing and making artificial drop-in mats for cricket pitches
from coconut husk. Courtesy: Al Mamun

BSCIC will work to enhance the skills of industrialists
and workers in this sector. This government agency
will help to get the loan as per the demand of the
craftsman. This commercial potential pitch is awaking
new dreams in the minds of young entrepreneurs.
Demand for this artificial coconut husk pitch may also
be created a market abroad. Milton Chandra Bairagi,
Deputy Manager of Pirojpur BSCIC, said, “We have
trained 50 people under a government-funded project.
Conclusion
A significant aspect of coconut by-products is that
they’re completely biodegradable and can be easily
decomposed. Unlike polyester and plastic materials,
it can be broken into smaller parts and mixed in with
soil that will absorb it in a few weeks and hold its
minerals and micronutrients.
The government and industrialists should come
forward to utilize coconut husk for more value
addition and ensure a better life for the craftsmen.
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Historical medieval Islamic
arts and textiles influenced
by TIRAZ fabric
Shafiun Nahar Elma
Introduction
Many words for textiles have been included from
Arabic and Persian into European languages; Thus,
damask derives from Damascus, the capital of Syria;
muslin from Mosul, a city on the upper Euphrates.
The royal garments were inscribed with the caliph’s
name and came to be known as ‘Tiraz’ – from the
Persian Tirazidan, which means embroider and it is a
banded decoration and inscriptions on garments.
History of the islamic royal garments
Textiles were important to understand the history of
art. Tiraz was produced from about the 7th century
until the 14th century. There is a different timeline of
this royal fabric production.
•	Umayyad Caliphate: The inscribed Tiraz embroidery
first came into existence under the Umayyad
caliphate. During this period, Islam began to expand
and conquer the people of the Arabian Peninsula.
Accompanied to this was the spread of this
embroidered fabric Tiraz, which was left upon the
conquered people and stated both the name of their
caliph and a message about their religious faith.
•	Abbasid Dynasty: During this period, Baghdad
was a thriving metropolis and was visited by
traders from the remotest corners of the world.
These traders were significant because they could
introduce the Tiraz embroidery to the remote
corners from which they came and contribute to
the spread of the Islamic message the embroideries
held. Through the Western portals of Islam, like
Spain, the western dress was directly influenced by
this fabric.

•	Fatimid Tiraz fragment: The inscription on 10thcentury textile names the first Fatimid ruler, Fatimid
Caliph al-Mu’izz (925-975), who found the city of
Cairo. The medallions with the animals are a typical
motif on Fatimid Tiraz. The production of textiles
was an important luxury industry in Egypt at that
time. These were widely used in the Islamic world
up until about the 14th century.
Under the Safavids, Mughals, and Ottomans, Tiraz
was highly valued by the court and the elite. During
the Egyptian Mamluk Sultanate (AD 1250-1517), the
Tiraz production gradually broke down and eventually
vanished. These forms are made, among others, in the
famous Street of the Tent Makers, in Cairo, Egypt.
Tiraz manufacturing type
The textiles were usually manufactured in either
public or private factories. These factories were
called ‘khassa’ meaning private and ‘amma’ meaning
public. There was not much of a difference in the
production of the Tiraz between the public or private
factories since both used the same techniques.
The difference between both was the made in a
‘khassa’ was only given to royalty and the ‘amma’
produced Tiraz was given to servants or the military.
The production and export of Tiraz were strictly
regulated and were overseen by a governmentappointed official.
Differences in the making process
Tiraz garments vary in their material and design,
depending on the time of production, where they
are produced and for whom. Linen, wool, cotton or
mulham (mixture of silk warp and cotton weft) were
used for the production. Most early it was decorated

Figure: Tiraz was produced from about the 7th century until the 14th century. Courtesy: Collected
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with colorful motifs of medallions or animals, but
with no inscription. The Discovery of this fabric
across the periods shows a gradual transition from
the Sasanian, Coptic, and Byzantine styles. During the
Fatimid period in 11th- and 12th-century Egypt, the
trend of Tiraz design shows a revival of these styles.
Robe of honor
Under the Fatimid caliph al-Mu‘izz (r. 953-75),
the khil‘a ceremony gained importance and the
technical quality of this garments came to reflect
the wealth and influence of their recipients. khil'a
means ‘robe of honor’ which can be traced to the
time of the prophet Muhammad ﷺ, the caliph would
bestow robes of honor upon deserving subjects.
The epigraphic bands on many of these textiles
documented new allegiances that confirmed loyalty
to the caliph and marked the recipient with honor.
In Fatimid Egypt, silk robes woven with gold Tiraz
bands were reserved for the vizier and other highranking officials, while the general public wore linen.
Robes were also often inscribed with Arabic texts
offering good wishes and blessings (barakah) to the
rulers. Many robes were cut up and the inscribed parts
saved due to their perceived talismanic properties.

News & Analysis

Design and cultural significance
Muslim culture and traditions were incorporated into
Egyptian life which impacted the textile industry.
This fabric were primarily used for decoration rather
than a sign of loyalty. While wearing clothes was
encouraged to be prohibited certain textiles; this was
due to the political and religious views and stands that
society had. The mechanical weaving on a loom also
encouraged the use of symmetrical, repeating, and
geometric designs that characterize much of Islamic
art.
Conclusion
The creation of textiles was among the most
important arts in medieval Muslim society. Tiraz
has great value because archeologists were able to
preserve them due to the good climate of Egypt
and because of the quality of the textile. Some
of the textiles were found in tombs in Egypt and
are now being taken care of in different museums.
Many countries continue to use the patterns and
motives while incorporating their own design on
their tapestry. Tiraz textiles were produced in both
caliphal and state-run factories.

15% corporate tax for textile sector till 2025
Textile Today Report
The Bangladesh government is going to extend the
existing reduced 15% corporate tax for the textile
sector for another three fiscal years in terms of
its compliance with some conditions, according
to finance ministry officials. The extension will be
effective from 1 July this year and will remain in
effect until 30 June 2025.
Spinning, yarn dyeing, finishing, coning, fabric
dyeing, printing or any other such industries will also
enjoy the benefit. To get the benefit companies must
be registered under the Companies Act, and comply
with all provisions of that ordinance.

If they have paid any penalty slapped by
any government authorities for violation of
environmental rules and regulations, that fiscal year
they have to pay a regular tax rate.
Currently, the corporate tax rate is 30% for non-listed
companies and 22.5% for the listed ones.
The government has taken the move to extend
the reduced tax rate facility as part of its revenue
incentive policy geared towards making this industry
globally competitive, ministry officials said.
Bangladesh has secured second position in RMG
exports globally because of such support.
And, to retain this achievement and to get expected
revenue from this sector, the reduced tax rate should
continue for the textile sector, they noted.
As the statutory regulatory order to this effect will
expire on 30 June this year, the new budget will
propose extending the facility up to 30 June 2025.
In the meantime, VAT on wholesale of fabrics at the
local market will be slashed to 2% from 5% from the
next fiscal year, according to a report published by a
prominent newspaper.

Figure: Govt. is going to extend existing reduced 15% corporate
tax for textile sector for another 3 fiscal years in terms of its
compliance with some conditions
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The VAT rate cut will give a relief to local consumers
as product prices have already gone high due to
hikes in raw material prices.

Te c h n i c a l Te x t i l e s

Technical textiles: the mark
of quality and sustainability
Swiss Textile Machinery members set standards in demanding fabric sectors
Technical textiles, machines
and components developed in
Switzerland drive the highest
quality standards. Satisfaction
is guaranteed for woven and
nonwovens manufacturers and
their end-users. And Swiss solutions
are committed to technology that
is both innovative and sustainable,
leaving the smallest possible
environmental footprint.
Techtextil, the international
exhibition for technical textiles
and nonwovens, is the ideal
platform for Swiss Textile
Machinery members to present
their innovations. They offer latest
technology and great service for
the sector, to produce textiles that
are `technically´ perfect for a vast
range of applications.
Nonwovens: unrivalled and
sustainable Nonwovens are used in
various technical textile products,
including filtration, geotextiles,
automotive, carpets, technical
felts, wadding, insulation and
hygiene applications and wipes.
The best results start from the
right conditions in the mill, which
is the specialty of Luwa.
Is the humidity ideal for optimal
processing and pneumatic
conveyance of fibers? Is the mill
environment free of bacterial
contamination, as required for
hygiene products? Luwa air
engineering has developed
a sustainable humidification
system – a hygienic solution with
high energy-efficiency since its
technology is not based on steam.
The company also offers unique
filters for removal of airborne
fibers and additives such as
super absorbent powders.
Spunlace processes can require
relatively high energy usage, but

Autefa’s unique combination of
hydroentanglement machine
and drum dryer can reduce energy
consumption by up to 30%. Customers
can also modernize existing
production lines with the newest
hydroentanglement technology.
Its innovative and ingenious design
of products such as metallic card
clothing help manufacturers
consistently produce impeccable
webs. Thanks to its precise fiber
transfer, 20% fewer failures are
produced in the web. Graf’s
superior performance increases
throughput by up to 10% and
results in greater carding efficiency
compared to conventional
clothing. This applies to both short
and long staple fibers bonded by
chemical, mechanical, thermal or
solvent treatments. The resultant
webs hold the fabric together
more durably.
Flawless trends in fabric making
Technical textiles are an innovative
and fast-moving field – which is
ideal for Crealet and its specialized
electronic warp thread feed
solutions. These highly reliable
systems are applicable to various
types of weaving machines, with
customized solutions also offered.
The goal is to allow customers
to realize creative ideas with
impeccable fabrics. Correct
tension is the ideal start for
weaving, but fabric quality also
depends on other factors at the
next stages.
They drive quality assurance to
reach zero-defect manufacturing,
meeting the high demands of
technical textiles. Loepfe solutions
are particularly well represented
in the automotive industry, where
perfect and often flawless endproduct is indispensable for a wide

Figure: Fabric Inspection. Courtesy: Uster

range of vehicle components, such
as airbags, car glass, seats, carbon
materials, and tire cords. Its optical
yarn defect sensor provides allaround control over every single
millimeter of the running yarn.
Assured satisfaction
Fabric producers need to deliver
guaranteed quality reliably. This
requires a consistently high rate
of fabric defect detection. The
system’s ability to capture any
visible defects prevents claims.
After final inspection, the fabric
will often be cut into smaller rolls,
which will then be delivered to
various customers. Uster optimized
cut control is a software tool for
automated cut optimization that
can be installed on any existing
debatching or cutting line, allowing
significantly higher yields.
“Quality and sustainability are
important factors of differentiation
and conclusively essential for
success. Our members’ innovations
aim for satisfied and long-standing
customers in the technical textile
industry around the world,” says
Cornelia Buchwalder, Secretary
General of the Swiss Textile
Machinery Association. At
Techtextil in Germany, 24 Swiss
companies will exhibit at the Swiss
Association’s Member’s Pavilion or
at individual booths.
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Economical compact-spinning
using state-of-the-art technology
Suessen Story
The COMPACTeasy mechanical compacting system
from Suessen addresses the need for higher
productivity and cost optimization in compact
spinning. The system can spin high-quality yarn
from all common raw materials – at a high speed.
Low investment cost, less energy consumption
and minimal maintenance make COMPACTeasy
an attractive alternative to pneumatic systems for
spinning mills.
Saving energy and cost are decisive factors for
spinning mills today. Most spinning systems require
both a high level of initial investment as well as
considerable operating cost. While compact spinning
is appreciated for its excellent yarn quality and
high productivity, it can also be very cost-intensive,
especially with pneumatic compacting systems
requiring a lot of electricity.

Figure 1: The y-channel in the compactor enables intense
double compacting for all yarn

Figure 3: Transmission of the traverse motion to the compactor
(view from the

Figure 4: Transmission of the traverse motion to the compactor
(view from the

fibers, as well as their blends. With a count range
from Ne 20 to Ne 60, COMPACTeasy covers most
applications.
The recipe for success
COMPACTeasy guides fibers through the y-channel
of the compactor with precision, which results in
intensive double compacting (Fig. 1) without any
additional energy requirements compared to ring
spinning.

Figure 2: COMPACTeasy retainer with COMPACTeasy roller, easyspring, and compactor with y-channel

Unmatched compact-spinning quality
Continually striving to push boundaries of innovation,
Suessen developed COMPACTeasy, a mechanical
compacting solution that offers low investment cost
without compromising on quality. It produces yarns
with excellent characteristics from a broad range
of raw materials, such as cotton and man-made
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Compared to other mechanical systems, the
compacting channel of COMPACTeasy is much wider,
so it is less prone to clogging. Thanks to the traverse
motion of the compactor (Fig. 3), the lifetime of
cots is extended resulting in lower maintenance
requirements and constant and durable yarn quality.
This is a considerable advantage compared to
flipping the front top roller, which is what mechanical
systems usually require.
Sophisticated technology for less wear and tear
The device consists of a front top-roller retainer
and the smaller COMPACTeasy roller (Fig. 2). The
compactor features the y-channel and the preceding

Advertorial

pin and is located between the two top rollers. The
compactor spring uses a low spring force to press
the compactor against the bottom roller. This causes
considerably less wear and tear on the compactor
than magnetically loaded compacting elements.
The yarn quality is determined by both the y-channel
of the compactor and the integrated pin, which
takes effect precisely in the zone of the drafting
system where the fibers have the least guidance.
This process improves yarn irregularity and increases
yarn tenacity. Hairiness is also significantly reduced
and often achieves better results than pneumatic
compacting systems.

Flexibility and compatibility
COMPACTeasy can be added to the specifications for
new ring spinning machines (Fig. 4). Furthermore,
machines that have already been installed can easily
be retrofitted. COMPACTeasy enables production to
be switched from ring to compact yarn by simply
installing or removing the compacting device on a
ring spinning machine.
Suessen customers are not just impressed by
COMPACTeasy’s low investment and operating cost,
they also appreciate the very high yarn tenacity and
consistency, as well as the ability to produce a wide
range of fibers and counts.

Saurer Autocoro celebrates 1
million spinning positions
Saurer Story
The world's number one for automatic rotorspinning mills
Ten years of Autocoro with new technology, 10
years of innovation leadership, 10 years of market
leadership, one million spinning positions. What
began as a revolution in the rotor-spinning machine
market with the Autocoro 8 continued with the
Autocoro 9. Also the third generation, the Autocoro
10, is by far the most popular automatic rotor-spinning
technology with a market share of more than 90%.
The right solution for every spinning mill
configuration
Autocoro has shown worldwide how automatic
rotor-spinning works best today. Just turn it on
and produce. This machine is perfectly suited to
processing sustainable raw materials.
Many performance features that set apart the firstgeneration Autocoro 8 are only available for the
Autocoro, for example, seamless lot changes during
ongoing production. The additional production
volume resulting from this digitally controlled lot
change management is approximately 113 tons at
medium count, two weekly lot changes with 768
spinning positions per machine and year.
Sustainable spinning – the Autocoro shows how it's done
Only 10 years ago, the Autocoro 8 opened the door
to an economical spinning of sustainable fibres,
processed from pre- and post-consumer waste.
If you want to spin these fibres economically in
increasing proportions of the mixture, up to 100%,
there is still no way around the Autocoro from Saurer.
With the third generation, the Autocoro 10, yarn
manufacturers can focus even more strongly
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on sustainable fibres. An example of this is the
Intelligent Guidance System with large-format, highly
visible and coloured LED signals above all spinning
positions. The LED signals save the operating
personnel a lot of walking and increase the efficiency
of the Autocoro without using additional electronic
devices such as smartphones or tablets. As yarns
made out of regenerated fibres tend to be coarser,
this results result in short sliver can running times, and
empty cans have to be exchanged for full cans more
frequently. Customers producing this yarn spectrum
particularly benefit from the new lighting concept.
The Autocoro 10 also includes other innovations
that increase profits when processing regenerated
fibres. These include a 25% higher package changing
capacity and additional automatic machine
cleaning with the Vacuum Trash Cleaner. Another
feature are the new spinning components such as
interchangeable fibre beard supports with different
designs in the spin box. These control the cleaning of
the fibres and thus get the maximum quality out of
yarns made from regenerated fibres.
Autocoro protects global resources
Numerous performance features of the latest
Autocoro 10 generation can also be retrofitted in the
Autocoro 8 and 9, which means that machines that
have been in production for several years can always
remain state-of-the-art.
If all spinning positions were to produce yarn for
denim trousers that consisted of 40% pre- or postconsumer cotton, the installed Autocoro spinning
positions could reduce the consumption of virgin
cotton by around 3.5 million tons annually, which is
around 14% of the world cotton harvest for 2019/2020.

For excellent
yarn quality.

Texparts drafting systems and spindles
Saurer’s Texparts product line offers high quality components for the textile industry
including drafting systems and spindles, spinning rings and travellers.
The bearing portfolio offers products for ring-spinning and rotor-spinning area as
well as winding and twisting.

saurer.com
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Regenerative agriculture
takes sustainable fashion
to the next level
U.S. Cotton Trust Protocol Story
Today more than ever before,
consumers across the globe want
to know that the clothes in their
closets are sustainably sourced.
So much so, that research
conducted by the U.S. Cotton
Trust Protocol, a farm level,
sciencebased initiative that is
setting a new standard in more
sustainably grown cotton, found
that 61% of brands and retailers have
witnessed increased demand for
sustainable products from consumers.
While consumer demand for more
sustainable fashion is pushing
global brands and retailers to
provide transparency and evidence
that sustainable practices are
being implemented and followed
throughout the supply chain—
we’re left wondering, is it enough?
Regenerative agriculture aims for
more.
Sustainability has been a focus

of U.S. cotton growers for
generations. Case in point, just
over the past 35 years, U.S.
cotton producers have used 79%
less water and 54% less energy,
reduced greenhouse gas emissions
by 40%, all while reducing land use
by 49%. The adoption of practices
such as minimal tillage, GPS and
sensor-driven precision agriculture,
and the growing of winter cover
crops have further improved soil
health, reducing loss and erosion
by 37% per acre and increasing soil
carbon levels.

Yet, U.S. cotton growers
understand that they must
constantly improve in order to
protect and preserve the planet—
to ultimately help create more
sustainable clothing.
That’s where regenerative
agriculture comes in. It goes a step
further and aims for net positives,
as opposed to simply having a
neutral impact on the environment.
Regenerative agriculture
practices aim to better the land.
U.S. cotton growers’ efforts
towards continuous improvement
are central to the Trust Protocol
and the U.S. cotton industry taking
sustainability to the next level.
Practices such as conservation
tillage and growing cover crops
have helped soil health and
increased soil carbon levels.

100

Bangladesh Textile Today | June 2022

Although U.S. cotton growers
have been implementing these
techniques for decades, these
practices have recently been
grouped into a manner of farming
called regenerative agriculture.
Regenerative agriculture describes
farming and grazing practices
that, among other benefits, have a
net positive impact by rebuilding
soil organic matter and restoring
degraded soil biodiversity –
resulting in both carbon drawdown
and improving the water cycle1.
It is a holistic philosophy that
aims to positively influence
bio-sequestration, biodiversity,
ecotoxicity, climate resilience,
water systems, micronutrients, and
ecosystem services.
Regenerative agriculture builds
upon the positive environmental
impacts of sustainable
practices, aiming for a whole
systems approach to positive
sustainability practices.
U.S. cotton growers are already
implementing impactful
regenerative agriculture practices,
including using production
practices that conserve and
protect soil health to increase
biodiversity and capture carbon
in the soil. They’re also focused on
nutrient management, to maintain
healthy plants and targeted
replacement of nutrients whilst
minimizing leaching and run-off.
They practice water stewardship
and water use efficiency to
increase soil water holding
capacity.
Biodiversity is an important part of

Advertorial

the mix, and they employ practices
that promote plant, animal and
microorganism biodiversity for
more efficient use of the land.
Regenerative agriculture is not a
one size fits all manner of farming.
Instead, it looks at a combination
of practices that support
resilience, as well as building and
nourishing our ecosystem.
When these regenerative practices
are implemented successfully,
the health of the agriculture

ecosystem and farmer economic
stability are improved. And
ultimately brands,retailers, mills
and manufacturers can provide
consumers with the verified, data
based sustainable clothing they
desire.
There is no finish line when it
comes to sustainable practices
or regenerative agriculture.
Individuals and organizations
continue to develop new
technologies, processes and

research that aid growers in
further implementing new and
innovative sustainable practices.
Now more than ever, people care
about the environment and how
their clothes are made. And, while
the distance from U.S. cotton
fields, to the runways of global
fashion brands, and consumer
closets may seem far, the focus on
regenerative agriculture has never
been more impactful.

Microfiber testing can reduce
microplastic pollution
Textile Today Report
Microfibre pollution is an important topic for
industry, consumers and legislators.

to be released during the laundry process for the life
of a fabric or garment.

These fibers pass through water treatment systems
into our waterways, where they can absorb harmful
chemicals before entering the food chain and
drinking water.

This test can help to better understand the
environmental impact of products, and by identifying
which fabrics and fibres are most prone to microfiber
release.

Meanwhile, sustainability solutions provider Eurofins
Softlines and Leather have urged textile and fashion
industry stakeholders to test their products for
microfiber emissions amidst a surge in research
highlighting their impact on both human health and
the environment.
A third-party laboratory member of The Microfiber
Consortium (TMC), Eurofins Softlines and Leather
uses the organization’s standardized test method
to measure the amount of fiber fragments released
from textiles during domestic laundering.
Through identifying which fabrics and fibres are most
prone to microfiber release, the fashion industry can
proactively reduce micro plastic pollution with more
informed raw material selection and use.
Actually they have the innovative test methods
to assess the microfibre-shedding potential of
commercially-manufactured synthetic textiles such
as polyester, acrylic, elastane, and nylon.
The test quantifies the number of microfibres likely

Figure: The test quantifies the number of microfibres likely to
be released during the laundry process for the life of a fabric or
garment.

Microfibres from textiles are thought to be
responsible for 4% of all plastic water pollution. In
order for brands, retailers, and manufacturers to
reduce levels of plastic pollution from textiles,and
to stay a step ahead of legislation. It is essential to
understand the shedding potential of different fibres
and fabrics.
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Winding Machine Autoconer
X6 Completes Rieter System
Rieter Story
The machine serves as the final quality assurance
and is key to the performance of subsequent process
steps (Fig. 1). Yarn faults that are not detected here
can result in machine downtimes during downstream
processing, to problems during the dyeing process,
or to faults in woven or knitted fabric. The Autoconer
reliably detects faults and unevenness in the yarn,
cuts these out, and uses the latest splice technology
with open prism to optimally join together the yarn
ends.
The prism variants OZ1 and OZ2 cover a wider range
of applications. When splicing cotton-based elastic
core yarns, duo-core yarns and multi-core yarns, the
open prisms are used in combination with the well
proven Elastosplicer.
Figure 1: The Autoconer X6 is the final quality assurance in
the ring and compact-spinning process.

With the integration of the winding machine
Autoconer X6 in its portfolio, Rieter offers complete
ring and compact-spinning systems from bale to
package. This opens up the potential for end-toend transparency and optimization throughout all
process steps with the spinning mill management
system ESSENTIAL.
The new Multilink systems with Multilot offer
maximum flexibility: Up to four ring spinning
machines are linked to one Autoconer and each ring
spinning machine can supply a different type of yarn.
The winding machine Autoconer X6 is the missing
piece of the puzzle which makes Rieter’s ring and
compact-spinning system complete.

End-to-end transparency from bale to package
by integrating the winding machine Autoconer
X6, the entire system from bale to package is
mapped in the spinning mill management system
ESSENTIAL. ESSENTIAL visualizes key indicators
like the machine’s production output per shift and
per lot, along with data on yarn quality and energy
consumption.
By using defined limit values and by analyzing
machine events, corrective measures can be
initiated promptly. In this way, the highest level of
machine productivity can be ensured. Integrating
the Autoconer also opens further potential for
optimization. With the winding machine as the final
quality assurance step, it will be possible to detect
quality deviations during production and even to
trace the causes back to upstream process steps and
rectify them.
To make the respective functionalities available over
the coming years, Rieter has the necessary expertise
across all process steps, provides all the machines,
and offers the required mill management system
ESSENTIAL. Multilink and Multilot: up to four material
feeds at the touch of a button intelligent material
flow with state-of-the-art RFID technology is the
heart of the Autoconer’s automated functions.
The material flow configuration Multilink makes
automation even more flexible and cost-effective.
With Mulitlink up to four ring spinning machines
can be linked to one Autoconer, arranged in series
or parallel. With the function Multilot, Rieter is
introducing an innovation to the market.

Figure 2: Multilink systems with Multilot can process up to four
different material feeds.
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In future, it will be possible to operate Multilink
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systems as Multilot variants that can process up to
four different material feeds simultaneously. This
means that each of the four ring spinning machines
linked via Multilink can supply a different type of yarn.
The yarns are transported within the Autoconer to
the winding unit areas using intelligent material flow
control. In terms of flexibility, Multilot is unique: The
feed working range can be flexibly adjusted using
software, right down to the individual winding unit.
There is no limitation to one section size, as with
other suppliers. This ensures maximum productivity.
The area can be changed centrally at the push of
a button, without the need for a time-consuming
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mechanical changeover.
The operator guidance is simple and clear: Colorcoded Smarttrays are provided for cop transport.
Each material feed has a different color (Fig. 2). This
is also clearly indicated on the winding unit display.
The Autoconer is the perfect complement to the
Rieter ring and compact-spinning system. Proven
features like the intelligent upper yarn pick-up, a
vacuum control, and the winding unit start-up Launch
Control make it the most efficient machine regarding
yarn wastage, energy consumption, compressed-air
consumption, and personnel resources.

Telangana’s pilot project on 50,000
acres land for single-pick cotton
Yeasin Miah
The Telangana Authorities is debuting a pilot project
on single-pick cotton on about 50,000 acres to ease
harvesting process. The initiative comes at a time
when cotton yields have remained stagnant for years
and farmers are discovering it robust to seek out the
labor to choose the bolls.
Single-pick cotton refers to cotton varieties that
flower at one time and boll bursting occurs on the
similar time, in contrast to within the conventional
varieties which have three flushes of flowering. Due
to this fact, the boll bursting additionally occurs
three or 4 instances, leading to 3-4 pickings.

Kaundinya, Director-Basic of the Federation of Seed
Business of India (FSII).
Currently, farmers choose the cotton bolls no less
than thrice and, typically, as much as 4 instances.
The one-pick technique will delay the harvest by a
number of weeks and can allow farmers to finish the
harvest in a single go.
It will give the farmers a chance to go for an
additional brief length crop. Apart from, the tactic
will assist improve yields by as much as 40 per cent.
“This would be the first time it’s tried in a big space.
If it offers good outcomes, this is usually a gamechanger for the nation’s cotton sector,” he stated.
Although the nation has the world’s largest cotton
manufacturing space with 13.4 million hectares
or one-third of the worldwide cotton space,
productiveness is low at 473 kg/ha as in opposition
to the worldwide stage of 766 kg/ha.
“The challenges of low and medium productiveness
areas might be addressed by growing the yield
per unit space by enhancing the genetic base of
genotypes and adopting improved agronomic
practices,” he stated.

Figure: The Telangana Authorities is debuting a pilot project on
single-pick cotton on about 50,000 acres to ease harvesting
process.

Regular cotton crops are tall and bushy, occupying
lots of area as a result of which solely 7,000-8,000
crops might be accommodated per acre. Selecting
requires lots of labour, which accounts for about
20 per cent of farmers’ returns, based on Ram
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Farmers, nevertheless, say the brand-new technique
would imply larger prices. The tactic includes
some extra funding by farmers. They should use
4-5 packets of seed (450 gm every) per acre
in opposition to 2-3 packets within the present
technique of farming.
Mechanically picked cotton can have extra trash than
regular cotton aiming to ship high-quality cotton to
textile mills, pre-cleaners should be put in in ginning
mills.

C o t t o n To d a y

Why global
brands rejecting
Xinjiang’s cotton

Figure: In the summer of 2019, an
executive at Patagonia got a phone call
from a trusted auditor working in China.

Textile Today Report
In the summer of 2019, an
executive at Patagonia got a
phone call from a trusted auditor
working in China. A planned trip
to visit some cotton farms in the
region of Xinjiang wasn’t going to
happen. Soon, more barriers were
put up. Information from local
suppliers was scarce.
“We saw this escalation of
secrecy,” said Matt Dwyer, the
Patagonia executive who oversees
the privately held outdoor apparel
maker’s supply chains. He commented
it to The New York Times.
He spent a year trying figure out
what was happening as media
reports highlighted widespread
repression in Xinjiang and forced
labor for Uyghurs.
Inka Apter, Facilitating Manager
for Fabric R & D at Eileen Fisher, Inc.
Eileen Fisher, said that while no Eileen
Fisher garments were being made
in Xinjiang and that it wasn’t getting
fabric or yarn from the region, the
company didn’t know whether any of
the cotton fiber it was using could be
traced to Xinjiang.
The pandemic sparked the
problem. The highly intricate and
interconnected global supply chain
is in upheaval. Much of the crisis
can be traced to the outbreak
of Covid-19, which triggered an
economic slowdown, mass layoffs
and a halt to production.
Here’s what happened next:
A reduction in shipping. With
fewer goods being made and
fewer people with paychecks to
spend at the start of the pandemic,

manufacturers and shipping
companies assumed that demand
would drop sharply. But that proved
to be a mistake, as demand for
some items would surge.
Demand for protective gear
spiked. In early 2020, the entire
planet suddenly needed surgical
masks and gowns. Most of these
goods were made in China. As
Chinese factories ramped up
production, cargo vessels began
delivering gear around the globe.
Then, a shipping container
shortage. Shipping containers
piled up in many parts of the world
after they were emptied. The result
was a shortage of containers in
the one country that needed them
the most: China, where factories
would begin pumping out goods
in record volumes.
Demand for durable goods
increased. The pandemic shifted
Americans’ spending from eating
out and attending events to office
furniture, electronics and kitchen
appliances – mostly purchased
online. The spending was also
encouraged by government
stimulus programs.
Strained supply chains. Factory
goods swiftly overwhelmed U.S.
ports. Swelling orders further
outstripped the availability of
shipping containers, and the
cost of shipping a container
from Shanghai to Los Angeles
skyrocketed tenfold.
“You know, maybe this farm got
certified, but we have no way to
independently audit, the people
are intimidated, the auditors

don’t want to work on the ground
anymore, it’s impossible to really
go by that,” Ms. Apter said,
recalling the discussion.
By 2021, Eileen Fisher had
removed any Xinjiang cotton fiber
from its supply chain, she said.
L.L. Bean, the privately held
outdoors retailer based in Maine,
said in a statement that it had
ceased sourcing from textile
mills in Xinjiang in 2020 and
“completely removed ourselves
out of the cotton production
process” in early 2021.
“We have full confidence in our
due diligence process to state that
none of our products are made
with Chinese cotton or use forced
labor,” the company said.
The decisions by smaller, privately
owned companies to leave China
have been more straightforward
than they were for bigger retailers,
which have cultivated a lucrative
consumer market in the country.
For fast fashion companies like
H&M and luxury brands like
Burberry, which has also been the
target of boycotts, the decision
ultimately amounts to picking a
side: China or the rest of the world.
“It’s very hard for a giant
company,” said Michael Posner,
who is the chair of the Fair
Labor Association, a nonprofit
organization that has worked
with companies like Apple to
investigate worker conditions at
suppliers’ factories.
(The story was first published in
The New York Times)
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